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There are enclosed herewith for the information of the 
Bureau and with copy of this letter to the New fork Division, 
copies of a letter dated at Seattle, Washington, January 16 
1941 received by the Seattle Office from the District Director, 
United States Immigration and Naturalisation Service at Seattle, 

with reference to PAUL ROBESON, prominent American Negro 

of the Communist Party 
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cavalry officer, CHARLES, gtlNTZ, President of ICOR, and PAUL BOBESOH 
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to telephone ROBESON when the latter was in Vancouver under the auspices of the 

Hilkar Attractions was oneHAKOLD^RITCHETT, who, according to the informant 
was refused a visa by the American Consulate at Vancouver upon the ground that 

he had failed to show t hat he was not a Co wnunlst 
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Square Garden on Sunday afternoon, November 8, 1942, with PAUL ROBESON represent 
ing the entertainment field, PAUL ROBESON was dramatically introduced to the 

crowd, when all the lights were extinguished and it was stated that the next 

At this time 
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person to be heard would be "the voice of the anti -Fascist 

spotlights were directed an the stage, bringing ROBESON Into view 
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ROBESON proceeded to 

read a letter which had been written by a twenty-seven year old Red Army soldier 
who stated he was continually marching westward for freedom* ROBESON stated he 

not know the fate of the soldier who wrote this letter, but the 
that he had written the letter made hi™ "my friend and yours 

sang two songs, namely, "His Votherland" and "From Border to Border,* each of 
.1 which was sung partly in English and partly in Russian* It is noted that the 

ovation given to ROBESON at the time of his introduction and at the conclusion 

perhaps the most voluminous of the afternoon 
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From this report it is also ascertained that RDBESON stated that 

greater than was expected* He said 


the response to the Congress had been 

that every place he appeared in the United States and had mentioned friendship 

v - with Russia and had sung the "Red Army Song," the audience had literally 

"broken it up 

that this 




ROBESON stated that the work of this Congress must continue; 
only the beginning. He called on everyone to do his work today 

^ r by assisting the next speaker, idiom be introduced, who was THDUAS L. HARRIS 
v-J' long associated with the American Committee for Friendship with the Soviet Union 

faculty member in- 
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Paul Robeson, born Princeton, New Jersey, April 9, A«B 

1919; li.B. Colxmbia , 1923} married ESIANDA C ARD0Z& ^GOODE. 
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■ Showboat 

Member of Phi Beta Kappa, Alpha Psi Alpha, 
Picked by Walter Kamp as all-American in 1918. Borne* 

Address* Metropolitan Bureau, 113 West 


Russia, 1936. Star of feature part in motion pictures "Emperor Jones 
King Solomon's Mines," and others 

and Sigma Tau Delta 
19 Buckingham Street, London, England; 

57th Street, Sew lork City 
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When Robeson left Columbia he was taken into the office of Louis 1? 
Rutgers man and a prominent New lork lawyer 
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for British as well as American producers, having for 
in England because he found less race prejudice there than in the United States 
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The racial problem Is one that Robeson has studied thoroughly 

It was racial discrimination as much as his own acting ability that caused him 

to give up his career as a lawyer 
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normally there, arid in January, 1941, Robeson, with four other Negroes and five 

whites, was suing a San Francisco restaurant, because, they asserted, they had 
been refused admission. Robeson also frequently speaks out on political issues 

in which he feels his race is deeply involved 
posing conscription, speaking for peace— later, urging all Negroes in the in- 
dustry to Join the United Automobile Workers of America in their Ford organizing 
drive. Even later, speaking and singing at benefits for aid to Britain, China 
and the Soviet Union, he has been called irradical* 
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whose identity is known to J 

honor of PAUL ROBESON 




From ‘Confidential Informant 
the Bureau, a party was given on August 25 

at Camp WD-CHI-CA. There were banners on all of the buildings and tents which 

read " itELC0!iE PAUL ROBESON" and "PAUL ROBESON'S FHEEDOIB FIGHTER." He then was 

escorted to the administration building, where there were more cheers for him 

and he was presented with a scroll from the children of the camp. During the 
presentation of the scroll by a young girl, he became so motional that tears 
rolled down his cheeks. When the older folks saw this, many of the woman were 
affected likewise. There was a football game played by the campers in which 
PAUL ROBESON took part. At the banquet which followed, he presented some of 
the children with medals for their achievements while at camp. After the ban 
quet, tyiere eras a show put on by 'the children in which they sang songs that were 
written by PAUL ROBESON. To show his appreciation, PAUL ROBESON then 
several soQgs requested by the campers. Among the guests present were MR.and 
MRS , , JJAVE^SIiEEK , New York State Secretary of the International Workers Onter 
llAX-aCSDAC CT , National Executive Secretary of the IU0, MRS. AIW TiTLLAHD , 2h rector 
of the School for Democracy, SOlT VAIL, Youth Director of the IWD, HELEN -VRABEL, 
National Secretary of the Youth Division of the 17.0 , and DR. and MRS.— -KAUFMAN 

OK of the Harlem Branch of the YMCA 
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BDBESOH, whose address Is 565 Edgecombe Avenue, Hew York City, is 
or connected with the following organizations or movements* 

The/ American Peace Mobilization, National Council, 1940 

-(>• 

2. The American Rescue Ship Mission, sponsor, 1941 

I ' 
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ThedSitizens Committee for Harry Bridges, member and sponsor, 1941 

.* i 

4. Jeomri t te e for the Release of International Volunteers in Spanish 

' and French Prison Camps, endorser, 1941 
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5. > *Legro Committee to Aid Spain with the Medical Bureau 

American Committee to Aid Spanish Democrats, sponsor, 1937 
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6* The^tnerican Peace Mobilization for Marc&ntonio, guest of honor, 1941; 

also sponsor of the same movement in 1941 
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8s .Conmittee Defending Rights of Communists to be on Ballot , signer, 1941 
9. V Medical Bureau and Morth American Committee to Aid Spanish Democrats 

/■‘•National sponsor, 1938 
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Committee for Democratic and Intellectual Freedom; Signed 
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Comnittee, 1941 

Signed petition sponsored 

March, 1942 

-/United American Spanish Aid Committee, sponsor, 1942 

International Labor Defense, National Committee, 1942 
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Vtfcdnt Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, speaker at dinner on October 27, 19 
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It is noted that there is comment in the following issues of the 
Daily Worker relative to PAUL ROBESON: 
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In the November 4, 1937, issue, at page 7, it is noted that 

PAUL RCBESOU is quoted as saying, "When I step on to i stage in the future 

I go on cls e representative of the working class* I work with 
of that in my mind* Joining unity theatre means identifying myself with the 
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PAUL BDEESOK 

points out that there is no discrimination in Soviet circles and that his son 
who attended school in Russia, got a cultural advantage there 
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From a highly confidential source it was learned hy Special 
^on October 21, 1942, that PAUL ROBESON wrote the hereinafter 

dated September 28, 1942, in connection with activities of the 
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In the prisons and concentration camps of Vichy France, hid 
1 ng out in huts and villages, dodging the Gestapo day and night 
thousands of the staunchest fighters against fascism. The last time 
I saw many of then they were fighting on the side of Republican Spain 
against fascism. Today, they live only in the hope of striking another 

They look to us alone for help 
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He is determined to exterminate them, as witness the 

We must be equally 
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present intensified wave of arrests and reprisals, 
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The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Comrittee during the past year 
alone paid passages for more than 200 of these tried, indomitable people 
Funds which it provided recently enabled 23 Yugoslavs to escape their 

brothers in ths Tugosi&v 

Many others who were aided are in the ranks of the British Com— 

Scores more are serving on all fronts, from Britain to the 
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Now the Mexican Government has granted thirty-eight new im- 
migration visas. Sixty more are expected within a few weeks. Boats 
are still sailing from Lisbon and Casablanca to Vera Cruz. We can and 
must rescue these people while we have this opportunity! 

* • 

I have complete confidence in the ability of the Joint Anti 
Fascist Refugee Comrittee to secure the return of these wonderful people 
to the anti -Ax is fighting fronts. The Committee requires $88,640.00 

for transportation and to assist others in France for idiom we do not 
yet have visas 
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These are not ordinary people for whom I appeal. They 
men who can and will strengthen the anti-Axis forces in this hemis 

phere and in Europe 
Won*t you send all you can 
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Attached to this letter is an article clipped Iron 
the Michigan Chronicle under date of February 6, 1943# entitled 
v^wpaul Robeson Reviewo-Hi story of Negro Race. 

a 

It is thought that perhaps this article# which sets 

forth the result of an interview with ROBESON 
interest to the Office which may be directing an investigation 

of an internal security nature on ROBESON. 

Inasmuch as it is not known by this Office which 
Field Office is conducting such an investigation, the attached 
material is being furnished the Bureau. 
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It may be mentioned that the Michigan Chronicle is 

decided Communistic vent. 


local Negro newspaper of 


£-= a 


Very truly yours. 


■f 


■ 




■■ J 


■ i • • 


P * 


i 


r 


!• 


J * 


4 


ft - ' 


JOHN S. BUGAS 


LBLtNAK 


& 




"l 


Special Agent in 


Enclosures (2) 


4 




■ • 




P 


. i 


t 


» V t 


4 




w 


■-a 


■ 


r 


recorded 


* 


\ 


& 


a 


V A nitD 




E- 


. ] C - l 1 


V * 

4 ■ 


r- 








T V 






tf fe£m 47 




/ Vj- 


P A 


*,V5 


— V ' 




J s 




tHfOJ *£> 


i 


I 


/■ 


r" 


* 


I 


■ 




■ 


£ J • 


- X fc 


i 


• f 


• f 


r 


■ 




- ^ i 


w 






I 






V 


f 


I 


A 


i 


P 


a 


J « 


l 


> 


r 


P 


■ 


C 




> 


> 


- A 


.Ti • 


. .a »u A 


<> - 


H- 


■ ■ . a 




• • 


• • 






•l 




r. 


% 


• ■ 




i. 


* 


i 






► * 


«t 


. -M 


■ . 




• -■ 


' I • 


■ ^ m 


• ’ 


I 


i 


f 


" "rf 


■ 


1 


♦ 


P 


■ 


I 


“V* 1 - 


■ - 




I 


I 




• ■ 


■> 




¥ 


■> 


4fc 


* e 


c* 


% 




* • 


*• 


■ ™ 


ruf 1 


# 


■- 


i ■ 


■ 


- ■ 


* 


• f 


* 


* 


4 


j 




■ 


i 


.W- . 

i» ■ • • - 

* v:,-' 

if/ 




■ a 


r 


i 


i 


I 


♦ L 


I 




& 


A 


J 


J 


r 




i ^ 




I 

t 


• I 


ft 




S 




■* 


■ ■ 




- h-r* 


. < 


t s 


i 




4 


» 






t 


■ 






' J 


- ■ i B 




f 


* ■ 


■ 


f 


I 


■■ i 


I 




l 


■ 






; i 1 


• ▼« 


i 


i 




. ? 


• * 




■>* 


•» 


S~.; 


i 




|| they can make, if given full op- j and work for their government be - 1 1940 he predicted that one of 
P3^5T^-a The history of the American)! portunities, to building of a truly [cause it belonged to them, — 

aW^i-S^egto i S , gr ei t par t of the history;! democratic Americi* joul «l chaos and Ignorance they 

of America, end I Am deligh:ed that 


tf* 


By JEAXETTA WELCH 


That ' umiiu 


vucuiin wi 


WVUiU 


I 


waged in North Africa. When as 

_ . „ Sunday why he had made that i 

Mr. Robeson said that he began ; had built colleges and universities <j icV i on A \ tfaj4 time 


l 


& 


V k 


■J 

■ 1 / > 


•» 


I 


*r A _• '■* 


even be. 

week devoted to the life and I a 3ght for the rights of Negroes in they had freed tbei F women, and ] America had entered the war, 

achievements of these people U to) England, Thai instead of 15 mil- they had tolerated no kind of (Robeson said that It cawne from 

ii>e celebrated in your city and!; li on black people being denied full prejudice against any of their peo* knowledge of events that were t 

ictate. It may well serve as a model;! access to opportunities, there were j pie, He said that the Russian peo- happening in England, and fr 

These ! 150 million in Africa. That although ! pie feel a kindred with the Negro loanee, knowledge gained in trav 


i 


i 


^ b i 


a 


V <, 


for the entire country, 


V v 




e. 1 


a 


4 


*orfs w ere apoken by Paul Robe* he was accorded all the courtesies people, or icy people that are op- Mug in England and Africa. He ca! 
? fon 4 the great Negro baritone sing-j of an English gentleman, there pressed, for they remember that Africa the ‘‘breadbasket* of ! 

' mr to members of the Citizens' com-| were those of his group who were once they, too, were bitterly en- land 
TTifttee who visited him in his suite ! denied these privileges. He men- 1 slaved. 1 

ithe Book CadilLc hotel lart Sun-jtioned having met and discussed 

with 


t 


■ 


m, - 


■ 


S? : 


I 


I 


b, ■ 

• 9 ' 

k 

<r. 


i 


* 


K 


Upon being asked to make 
Answering the question. If he In* ture predictions about the thei 
Winston ! tended sending hts son back to Bus- <jf thU war, without hesitation 




I 


f 1 


at 


1 


problems 


= -"daK The committee acquainted Mr i race 

- nabeson wtih its plans to celebrate; Churchill and Sir Stanford Cripps J sia to live, Mr. Robeson answered, “Africa and South Amer 

\ T lgro HlFtory week February 7- in persom 1 “No* that his t son Is now In thejp e also said that the futur* 

; vj r 0 U jj) February 14. The famed* When aaked about his life In ] midst of selecting a school to attend j America is In Africa, and that 

irti si Appeared here in a concert at! Russia, and whether he intended j here. He is interested in civil great question facing America 

' Abe Masonic Temple Friday under; j live there again, Mr. Robeson j gineering, and while be might, if England today it "What are we 

said that he never did live in Rus- possible attend- tome graduate en- ing to do about these Cob 


i 


k. 


1 


* 




he susp. ccs of Nellie Watts. 

“The traditions of the Negro inlj sir. but visited there many times | gin eering school In Russia as they j peoples?* 
his country are rich in those dem* while living in England. And that have excellent engineering achools RobvJon paid tribute to 

icraiic ririues which Americanfjj while in England he did not en- there, yet he feel* that his place is Negro general, Eboue, head of 

as here, and that he can make t con- Free French Group in Sout 




i 


v 


•- 


old dear— humanized in the deeds!) counter as much discrimination 
"7 if such American heroes as Cfispu 

attucks. Sojourner Truth — Fred-|j went to Russia, he found no dig* ] son thought about the dLacrimina- He expressed great pleasur 
"-_rr ?rick Douglass, the XfiBlh, “ ‘ J “ rJ * ‘ ^ 


A - 


V 




It 


j:j i „ 
UiU in 


■- 


n 




11 *4 


■ ■ 




Dorrie 1 crimination at all. This made a J lion in America, Mr. Robeson said, having been to Detroit and is 
~ Miller— and our heroes on variousj great impression on him, hut he felt that his son thought it *stupi<L 

fronts in ~ 4 ’ * “ 

^.•onflict 


on his way to Canada then to 

this world-wide j no duty to remain in Russia, but to j After having once been among peo- l York to receive the Abraham 

come home again and work for the pie who lived together amicably coin award. This award is £. 

11 my endeavors same kind of freedom he expe | regardless of face, creed or color, ft [each year by the Abraham Lin 


r 




i 


• • r • 


As you know 

been based upon an Intensejj rienced there, to become a reality] was stupid to think that It could J high school in Brooklyn. N Y.. 

not be done here. Mr Robeson said outstanding achievements 
Mr. Robeson said the thing that I that the main reason for taking bit year's candidates wen Gov 
Impressed him most about the Rus- 1 son to Russia, was that be “wanted] Lehman, Irving Berlin and 

Robeson with Robeson winnin 


L 


iave 

r^de in being a Negro, and in p!aj-[ here. 

* a pert in the cultural life of| 
people. t 

5 have Immeasurable belief In 1 sfan people was that in a single gen- 1 hi- boy to feel freedom, 
^ir future and In the contribution!! eration they had learned to love 


p 






ba 


n 


n 




M 


n 


A 


V ■ 


■ 


When Paul Robeson was here In award. 




n 


A 


I. 


t 


"I 


W 




. ' ‘ v 


i , 






w 


4 




* "• 


* 


I 


- ,v -- 
r '* . 


L 


J 


r 


ALL INFC®XATI0N CONTAINED 
HEREIN 




r • - 


i 


-.v 


4 « 


* t 


i 


N - 


\ 


•J 


J 


4 


« 




i 


■ 


a 


s f 




b 


ij i. 




I FIED 






I 


I 


I 


F.S DESTROY BO 

i SEP 28 1973. 


■ 


* 




■ 


■ 


4 




\ ’ 


^GlQSURM 


I 




cor’ 


I 




j 


■ 


i 


V 


r 1 


-/ 


t • 


■ ■ 


0 


/ 




<• . 


■ / 


/ 


ll : 


1 


i 


t ■ 


i 


i 


>) 


■ 


b ■ 


% 


t 


? 


t - 






i 


' r r»* 






• • 


• f v i v L 


• • 


► 


b 


9 


* - 


a 




•a 


a • B • al ■ 


• a 


- I 


I 


nffa i a * • B 


• ■ 


iaa 41 a.k n* > 


1 




’I* 






K 


» 


■ 


i 


t 1 - 


* 


* 


- ■ 




i 




■ 


'• * 


i 


r p 


■ 




+ 


r 


- 


fc . 


«• ■ ■ 

* I 


r 


■ 




+ • M 


% 


I 


I * " 


1 . 


■ 


* 


* 


V 


f 


J 


■4 


i . v 




6 


Si* .- - 

mmm'U « 


t. 


4 


4 , 


■ 




o 

yc - 




i 


-• - 


■ • 




m 


I 


■ 




b 


• i 


v ' 




f; 


f 


f/i 


■ f 


J 


4 * 


w J 


■ 


** . . 


J 


i 


■ .1 


■ I 


r 

i 


r 


I 


J* 


&V 


I 


i 




c 


-r 


/ 


d 


• . 


Sfc 


W 


/ 


h- 


i 


*■ 


% 


A 


I 


■ 


* 


JCM:mwm 

100-13304 


4 


. r " r 


# 


4 




* 




\ 


April 


I 


* + 


J 




m< 


r 


• ■ 


*■ - v 


i 


■ 


\ 


■ 


■■ # 


Special Agent in Charge 

York 


J 


York 


I 


ir 


loo 


■ ■ 




I •• 


CUSTODIAL DETENTION 


RE: 


e 


p 


i 




■*- 


■P 


H 


Dear Sir: 


Please he advised that & custodial detention card has been 

captioned as follows: 


L/ 


prepared at the Bureau 

^iobssox, Paul 


1 


• ■■ 


665 Xdf eooabw 




> ■ 


t 


CCNTAIKSD , 


York (lea.) 


ALL INFO? VATIC?. 


York 


i 


a 


I . 


I 


1 


1 


i 


I 


t 


» * 


HI 


I 


a 


4 








*» 


- JII *>m 


\ 


i 






i 


t 


-r*r.r» n > 

•• '.l 


I'.'fYT p. 

I \ w i • • 








4 


i 


'r 


4 




"ft 


I ” 


> 




* 


r 


i 


•-* 


I 




l 


i 1 




eked immediately for accuracy 

mat ion contained in your files, and the Bureau should 

You will prepare without delay a 


The above caption should be che 


.a — 


9 


against the into? 

be informed of any discrepancies. 

^ard captioned as above and reflecting your investigative 

file number for filing in your Confidential Custodial Detention Card 

the card you 


A ? 


■ i 


Mr. To ! bob 

Mr* E , A. 'femi 


»1 


white 


m 


j 


r 


case 

File,-. In the event the above caption is not correct 


Mr. Clegg 


j 


Mr. Coffey . . 

Mr. GUvfn prepare should be correctly captioned 

of the correct caption. 


and the Bureau should be informed 


1 


Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Kiehol 

ft 

Mr. RoBen_ 

Mr. Tr*ey_ 

Mr. Cinon 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Hendon 

i 

Mr* McGuire 

Mr. Mum ford 
Mr Piper 

Mr* Quinn Tar 
Mr. Nea»e 

Mi«B Gan 


i 




The caption of the card prepared and filed in your Office 

at all times and the Bureau immediately advised of 




* 


uet-be kept current 

any changes i&ade therein in that connection. 


%A 




• 


* 


I 


S. 


• 4 


' -.Y' 


9 


■ ■ 


Very truly youre 


* 


■a. 


i 


# *" 


St Cl' 


aaus^Tjr 1 ® 


fo 


LX 


f 






EO 


4 - 


k 




Vi 


* 


L 




m 

S9&-& 

; .i ' 


. 




so \y& f ' 


R 


k 


■ 


y ' 1 ■ 

V :i~j 


t 


t. a 


vtsn6ABW 

of w*h ct 


*- 


i: 


John Edgar Hoover 

Director 


ftt ■ 


• I- 


of w 

f Off *A T * tSl 






i 


1 - 




ft^ 


r 


- 


i 


fU> 


1 


4 


l 




r 




i 


• -w 






r.V* 


1 ' 


■ • I 


I 


+ 


la 


I 


I 


• ■«. 


I*'* 




I 


4 a 


t 


■ 




i 




:v 




■- 


b 


i 


m ' Tj - \ 


v , 


* & 


I 




"• V 




"i 


k 






I 


* 




^ I 


^ ^ * “I 

J ^ 


yT *1^1 r" 


■ 


► " 


I • 




H 




i 


^ . 


k 


4 


I 


% 


l 


> 


b 




• ♦ r 




i 


i 


r 


—4 


•• * b»- • •“ 


J • ^ 


i 


s 


- i .. . . . . 


I 


. . ■» 


■ i • ■» ft 


i 


..i 


• • .Ml • - -M 


• ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 


l - . -4 - • 


ft 


► 


d m 




. •• 


_ a*.* ■ 


• ■ 




■ 











-r 


?• 


a 


k * m j - 


- % 


■ 


• • 


j . : s 




* 








■ 


•» 




0 * v - 


■ 


i 


F 


-ww 


1 


B 








i 


•. • 


i 

* 


4 


. i 




c 




d. 




t 


■ 


4 


r 


-F 


. < 


i 


4 


m 4. 


*. 


4 . 




. a 


:i 


JFrftcral fiurrau of inorsfigatfon 
flnitrb £tairs Crpartmrnl of luaHrt 

Washington Field Office, 1U35 K Street, N 

Washington, D. C 

August 26, 19U3 


H 


£ - - 


■ 


i 


■ 


/ ■ 


i 




t 


r 


i 




» “ 


. 


I 


.by 




-F 


i 


A 




P ■ 




s 




• a 


3 


4 


ff 


A 


pJ;-- 

i » ■ 


+ 






r* 


V. 


KC 0** JAG 

lcxj-o 

4 




j. 


/ 


"t 


* 


■ 


■ 


^ " 


* 


. m b 


1 


4 


» 


Vr> 




T 


4 


i 


4 


3 


■ 




Director, FEI 


/ 


. 


\ a 




T 




: I > 


Dear Sir t 


"I 


v 


o 


i* 


7 


4 


V 






■ . 


Ret PAUL ROBESON 

Security Matter - C 




a 


i 




o. 


advised an 




f 




s office that recently an unidentified woman related in 


agent of t 

formation to her concerning PAUL ROBESON. 


a* • 


■ • • 




I 




> 


r 


r c 


- i 








• — 


— •>> ■ ■ 




■ «* 


• • 


• a. 


• • 


y 


• • 


■ • 




• mm • 


■ i • ■ ■ 


I 


v 5 




colored man who has 

worked for the womans husband a number of years told her husband of 

having been solicited by another Negro in Washington to join the Com- 
munist Party. The soliciting member is alleged to have said, by way 
of attempting to influence the other man, that PAUL ROBESON, the sing 

is a leading figure in the Communist Party, and is at the present 
time actively attempting to influence the Negroes of America to Com- 
munism 


According to the unidentified woman 


■ 


i 


i 


j 


i 


£ 


* 


* 


i 






I 


* 


•I 


H 




I 




■r 


% w h 


»« 


» 


» 


t 


j 




9 


aP 


* 


i 






r 




4 


i 


* 1 H 


p 


4 


Very truly yours 


« 




H 






I 


k 




Spec tej>&gent in 


g« 


LI * 


CC He. York 


i 


■ 


t 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN 1L 


1 








* F 


n 


•c 


* * - ~ 


4 


. 


u . . 




# 


/ - 


/ 


DAli 


f- 




✓ 


- 


AACORTEE 


A 




/ 






C* • 




A 


I 


J 


r 


p 


ICIORY 




C/i 


r 


* 


i« 


■ 


UfDHXED 


V 


#?;%■ 
*&> 

^ "tf ^ • 




v> 


I 


I 


BUY 


Ot?j 


At Ui «=t 1943 


I 


^ STAMPS 




i * 


- - 


1* 




I 




/ . 






t 




* 'l* 


e 


1 


4 


4 


4 


J 




r 


* * 




i 


i 


M 


b ■ 


- H 




n • 


- 


A • 


> 


1 




r ■ 




\ 




i 






■*< ; * 


4. 


> 


. v IV 


• • ■ 








■ rA - - 


j- 


: "i' ' 


»* T 


f 




^ : 


i 


S- 




< 






-■ 


■ 




i 


» 


• l 


i 




J 




■ 


4 


* 


i 


* 


* 




_ Si 






r 


■» 


. 4 


f 


k 


1 


f 








*■ 




' 


a 


i 


•- r 


t * ,'iv 








I 


*. 




r 


F 






i 


i 






i 


a 


1 r 




t 








* 


- 




* 


1 


■r r 


i 


a 








i 


9 




4 


C 


1 > 


> 


L 








I * 


a 


a 






. * 4 


- ^ 


1 




u 


3 






J 


I 




a 






i 


. a ■■■» a*4* • * ^ i 


I 


I | - . ■ M 


■OB' 


a 


r 


4 


• • 


• • 








• •• • • ■■ 


a 


• a bi a -a 


- - r — 




a 












- H * • - 


■ I 


a . . 


• ■ I 


• •• m I 


a • .a. r- v 


• • 


i 


T 


I • 


a 











I 




Jil A 


I 




A* 




"ft 


• I ■ 


b 


■I r - 


• jfc.i i. 


■ 


> 




■ 


b ■ 


1 r _ t 


■ • 


C * 


i H_ 


r - ■ 




i 




,'r 


V^. 




■ 


I 


I 


r 




jf4 


1! 




a 


% 




9 




J» 


; : 


i 


5 


-i. \ 


r 






■ 




ft 


v 






* 


i 




% 


'f 


■* > 


S. i 


’ v 


I 


« 


a 


. I 


4 


. i'' 


9 


•I 


i 


. J 


I 


C- 


• s 


A 


i* 


* 


i 


1 J. 


efcernl Burrauof Inupaf ijation 

United States Department of Sustire 

510 Trus t Conpsny Building 
Me* Haven, 10, Connecticut 

October 16, 1943 


■ nil 


» 


i 


* 


I 


I 


i 


1 




• -i " 


k\ 


p 




> 


J 


■ 


I _ 




! t 


a I 


J ♦ 


> i 


d 


i 


P 


a 


a 


y, 


- p 


■ 


i ■ 


i 


ft 


i 


t" i-V 


1 


■ 


V‘ :• 


>/'.A 


* S 


■ 


y . 


> v ' 


V. 5 i 




4 


A 


K 


f 


u 


B 


a 


^ “ 


-V 


a 


r 


i o v - x 4l * 


m 


r/js. 

f^K. A ^ " 


V 


I 


ft 


A 


a 


a 


I 




< - 


-<• V - 


► 


M 




a 


*• 


J x 


■1 




I 


*1 


J” ■/ 




• I 


1 1 


• • 


a 


i- 


'V 


i 


■ 


n 


. « 


i 


a 


• i 


c . «* 

- :■ ■* ? ! 


•Ht 


n • • 


■ 


L 


"r*? 


i 


t 




a 


j 


■b 


% 


J* 


I 




-> 


■* 


-1 


■ * 


Director, FBI 


l 


I 


' 


I 


* 


3 -3 


8“ • 


I 


* 


p 


SECURm MATTER (C) 




-*« 








Dear Sirs 

At present Mr* and Mrs. PAUL ROBES CK are residing at Enfield 

Connecticut, and it has come to the attention of the New Haven 

Field Office that Mrs. ROBESON has mailed letters addressed to 

NIHKU, leader second to MAHATMA G HAND I , in India 

Please advise whether or not the Bureau has any information 

regarding the activities of Mrs. PAUL ROBESON as regards 

Communism. 
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f^rrnl Burma of inursffgntion 

finitrb Itatrs Brpartmrnt of luwtirr 

510 Trust Company Building 
New Haven, 10, Connecticut 

November 27, 1943 
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Information has been received that PAUL ROBESON, 
famous negro singer and actor, is now living within the New Haven 

Field Division at Enfield, Connecticut 
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On November 15, 1943 ROBESON made 

f ull investigation of the 


Boston, Massachusetts, demanding 
recent alleged anti-Semitic incidents in Boston 
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It is respectfully requested that the Bureau indices 
be checked for information concerning any Communist activity on the 
part of PAUL ROBESON, and that the New Haven Field Division be advised 
of the results of the search as soon as possible 
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llrs. RCB2S0N after her graduation from Columbia had worked at a research 

center, which he thought v.as the Presbyterian Hospital in He;.- York City 

The informant stated that while living in England with her husband in the 

1930's, the Subject studied under world renov.n anthropologists, 
that .in his opinion neither the Subject nor her husband would in any way 

seek to overthrow the Government of the United States nor would they cause 
any change through force, violence or revolution 

both to be loyal citizens of the United States, and vitally interested in 

the problem of racial discrimination and the elevation of the Negro race 
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gton, D # C* for a reception at the Russian Embassy during the firs t week 
in November, 1 943* Upon her return lirs. ROBESON described the reception 
MHHiand stated that her son PAUL had met the Vice President of the / 

HEirHT A. UALLACE, and that. the Russian Embassy considered the 
ROBESONS as representatives of the Soviet Union in the United States* 
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On October 15, 1943 the pictures of the PANDIT sisters appeared in 

the "Hartford Tiroes", and again the news article accompanying the picture 

stated that the PANDIT sisters were guests of Mrs. PAUL . iCBESCN of Enfield. 
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Emergency Iks 3 port NUabar 225 was hssuedon August 22, 1925, to 

ESLANDA ROBESON by the American Qua jiliUi flma 1 1 wl fff~~ 1 nylim, England. In her 
application for the passport ESIJLhT^ftOBES ON state^ that she had been included 

issued to her husband, PAUL fce ROT^.OBEs\)N, Humber 106695, on 
July 29, 1925# and that she now desired the fanergaicy Passport for travel to 
France. Belgium, Italy, Suit ter land, and Germany. The application farther 
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temporarily residing in London where she had arrived on August 5# 1925 

occupation was shown. 
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Passport Humber U6U273 


issued to ROBESON on October 8, 1927 

Washington, D. C,, for an intended trip to France, Italy, and Spain for travel 

In her passport application, the subject advised that she bad resided 

gland from August, to October of 1925, and in France from October, 
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Iks s port Humber 11*6587 

December 3# 1929, who stated in her application that she contemplated 

ooun tries and specifically, to England, France, 

Germany, for the purpose of travel# The subject stated that she had resided 
In England from Kay, 1928, to October, 1929. ibis passport was renewed at 

London by the American Consulate General on December 26, 1931* upon the 

application of the subject who advised that she was residing in London with 

her husband. 
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Passport Number 1331 was Issued on May 8, 193b, to the subject by 

' the Arne rl can Consulate General at London, England* ESLA.NDA ROBESON advised 

that she is still residing in London with her husband and that their intentions 
to return to the United States 

May 13. 1936 
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Iks sport Kinbsr 201 


issued to ESIANDA GOODE ROBESON on Deoeaber 

18. 1937. by the American Consulate General at London where the subject 

stated she had been residing since 1926, with regular trips to the United . 

States. She advised that she desired the passport for travel to England, 

France, Russia, Belgium, and Spain for business and pleasure, although no 

occupation was given. The passport was restricted to prohibit travel to Spain 

| In the passport application the subject advised that her father, JOHN GOODE 

deceased, that her mother, ES IANDAyiARDOZA , was at that time residing 

j the Metropolitan Hotel in Moscow, Russia. She also listed as a reference 

the United States, Mr. ROBERT ROCKMORE, 10 East l*0th Street, New York City 
lawyer. . 
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Oil December 30, 1937, the Spanish Hub assy requested the Department 

to lift the passport restriction in the subject's passport, advising 
had been invited to accompany her husband on his visit to Spain* In 

the request the Department of State advised the American lit b assy 
the passport to permit travel in Spain and this was dons on 




■' 


■ 


of State 
that she 
response to 

to validate 
January 10, 


■L 


T . „ . 

V - T^-'V 










v ' ' 

r • - t r 


i 


r * 


S- 




i 


U : : 




i 


1936 


ft 




■ 


/ 


i 


V . 


■ 




r 


C 


■ 


b 


i 


* * * . 


i 


ft 




h\ 


* d - 


- 4 ' • 


a 


* j 


7 . .1 








■ 


■ 


!L 


■b 


i 


i 


renewed at New York to 


August 1, 19U0, ROBESON* s passport 
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emancipation of the Negro In a speech at Hartford 
cn December 12, 1943# She cited Russia as a country - 
where discrimination had been abolished. Ch January 7 # 
I944f she made a similar speec h befa ll ; 
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Cki December 12, 1943* Mrs* PAUbilOBESQN gave a t^l k ~ at the 

Bellevue Square Community Auditorium in Hartford, Connecticut 

during which ehe stated that scientific investigation has 
proven racial differences to be purely superficial and called 
for social, economic and "actual” political emancipation for” / 
the Negro now, according to a news article appearing in the 
Hartford COURANT on December 13, 1943 

quoted Mrs. ROBESON as stating "Discrimination against our people 

is a problem facing democracy as a working ideology and discrlmina 
tion Is another phase of the attempt to keep democratic ideas from 

'being realised." She continued, "For the last 75 years we have 

been told that education, social freedom and economic equality 

will be accorded us gradually. We are sick of hearing that* If 
it was possible to give these things to the minority groups in 
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in Soviet Russia in 25 years, it is possible to all an us these things non 
She stated that a concerted program to eradicate racial die crimination by mass 
education and legislation offers the best means of eliminating the problem, 
and that just such a program had wiped out discrimination against the minorities 

in the Soviet Onion. 
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i o/. /. * Jfrso BOBESQN gsiYO saothtr taUk on di s criioin Et icn before 
the Civitan Club at the Bend Hotel in Hartford. On January 8, 1944> a news 
item concerning Mrs. ROBESON'S talk appeared in the Hartford CQURANT entitled 

"Mrs. ROBESON Makes Plea For Negroes 
as saying, "Part of a vast army engaged 

soldiers stationed in camps in Mississippi are thinking that the South Pacific is 

a long way to go to fight for that freedom 

problem of relations is solved soon, "hostilities on the home front will 'break 
out into open war before long 
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The newspaper quoted Mrs, ROBESON 
in a war for freedom. American Negro 
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posed the institution of a code of laws to make discrimination and "name o Ailin g" 
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criminal offenses as a scientific way of coping with the situation. She said that 
although there is a whole religion about it and a political statement in our 
Constitution, nobody seems to pay any attention to equality and democracy 
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The press notice also appeared in the Hartford TIMES on January 7, 1944 
regarding the same speech, which news item was entitled "Mrs, ROBESON Raps 
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In this connection, it should be noted that RITA UANGINI of Thompson ville 
Connecticut, is a known member of the Communist Party at Hartford, Connecticut 
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Will make a discreet inquiry at Teachers* College, Columbia University 

where the subject received her B.S. Degree in 1920, and will check the records 
there for information pertinent to this investigation and for all background 
information which nay be obtained regarding the subject* In no event should 
the nature of this inquiry be disclosed 

Will check the marriage records in the City of New Tork for the record 

_ a i \ X. r . a * . X- n ATTT t t7D/W>DAT>rcAJiT 

oa me suojecw’s marriage wo ravju i^aox souoooii • 

been performed during the early 1920's 

Will make a very discreet inquiry regarding the subjects work at the 

Presbyterian Hospital where it is reported she worked in the surgical pathologi 
cal laboratory after her graduation from Columbia University* This inquiry 

should be made with the utmost discretion, and all background information 

available should be obtained if it is possible, but in no event should the 

nature of this investigation be disclosed 
* Will make a discreet inquiry to ascertain if the ROBESON’S maintain 

a New York residence at 555 Edge comb Avenue 
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